Contact the Monks Walk Group
c/o Chapter House Monks Close Lichfield WS13 6QG
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The Garden Club was founded in 1949 and
volunteers cleared and replanted the garden.
It was used by the School of Art in the 1990s,
which then became part of the Staffordshire
University campus in 2003.
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Staffordshire University:
South Stafforshire College

Find out about Monks Walk Historic Garden
events, activities, projects and achievements
on our Facebook page
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The Monks Walk Group was set up to help
protect the garden which was possibly going
to become part of the University car park.
The garden at this time had been described
as neglected and a virtually abandoned
jungle. The Group, with help from Queens
Croft school, brought the garden back to life.
The garden is now looked after by members
of the Monks Walk Group.
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Become part of the future
of this historic garden

Enjoy the quiet calm of the
garden surrounded by
overflowing borders, trees and
shrubs. Join us to help continue
to develop and protect it.
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Come and take a look

Since the land was bequeathed
to the city in 1920, it has been
used as a park, school, college,
public library and now
apartments. The land is now
owned by Pegasus Life. There is
a right of public access.
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A secret garden in the
heart of Lichfield

A girls’ school then occupied the area under
the ownership of Staffordshire Education
Authority. This became the Friary School in
1926. Jean Bird’s recollections of the school
with references to the Monks Walk garden
can be found in her book, ‘Hyacinths and
Haricot Beans: Friary School Memories 18921920’. It is possible that the name Monks
Walk was conceived by Miss Hodge, head
teacher of the school.
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In 1237 Franciscan friars settled near St John’s
Hospital in Lichfield,and are believed to have
been growing food and herbs for culinary
and medicinal use. The area became a
private estate in 1538 following the
Dissolution. The O.S.map of 1884 shows the
horseshoe arrangement of the garden and
the Friary estate was gifted to the city of
Lichfield in 1920 by Sir Richard Cooper.

How to find us:

Monks Walk Historic Garden is on the site of the original
Franciscan Friary. It is a linear garden with a south-west
facing wall and a sunny aspect at one end. Lichfield residents
have been tilling the soil for nearly eight centuries.
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The History

‘An oasis of
peace and calm ’
Design and artwork by Jayne Wilson
www.workspacegraphics.co.uk

